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NATURALISTS 7:00 pm., Evangel Church, 3261 Gordon

CLUB _l Drive, Kelowna

- Members' Night

PR

Did you do anything interesting this past year? Did you go anywhere interesting
this past year? Would you like to tell others about it?

Members are encouraged to submit a short presentation (about 10 minutes?)
highlighting some of their best photographs and natural history experiences of
the past year.

Members should submit their presentations (preferably in PowerPoint) to the
program director well in advance of the meeting.
Contact lan Walker ian.walker@ubc.ca;
250-807-9559) to discuss submission requirements.

Goats Peak New Regional Park

Sagebrush benchilands

1 integral feature

See page 7 for more information
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P.O. Box 21128, RPO Orchard Park, Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 9N8

EXECUTIVE FOR 2018-19

President Rick Gee 250-763-0124 rdgee@shaw.ca
Vice-president vacant

Secretary Anne Miller 250-215-3606 annie49@telus.net
Treasurer Jag Goel 250-717-1034 jaggoel@yahoo.ca

Past president Craig Lewis 250-765-2511 coppercliff5S9@gmail.com

Directors for 2018-19

BC Nature Francisca Fisher 778-478-7478 franfisher@shaw.ca
Birding Dave Palsat 778-478-4224 fpalsat@shaw.ca

Botany Peter Green 250-765-1737 N/A

Conservation vacant

Hiking Sherrell Davidson 778-478-1956 sherrellconc@shaw.ca
Membership Karen Pedersen 250-869-4932 kepedersen@telus.net
Programs lan Walker 250-807-9559 jan.walker@ubc.ca

Special Projects

Peter Courtney

250-860-9765

pcourtney59@gmail.com

Committee Contact Persons

Avocet program Les Gyug 250-769-5907 les_gyug@shaw.ca
Ecological Reserves Don Guild 250-768-3334 guilds@telus.net
Hosts Bev Thomas 250-762-7610 cymru@telus.net
Liz Daley 250-764-2310 adaley200@gmail.com
Library Jen Matthews jematthews@yahoo.ca
Newsletter Teresa Smith 250-860-9133 tmsmith.rio@shaw.ca
Ornithology Gwynneth Wilson 250-762-6876 gwynnethwilson67@gmail.com
Howard Braun 205-768-4339 hbraun331@gmail.com
Publicity Rick Dewar 250-769-9494 dewarr@ucalgary.ca
Website: www.okanagannature.org Rick Gee 250-763-0124 rdgee@shaw.ca

NatureKids Kelowna

Kate Kutzner

250-859-9877

kelowna@naturekidsbc.ca

MONTHLY MEETINGS: Held on the 2" Tuesday of each month, September to June at 7 p.m. in Evangel Church, 3261 Gordon
Drive, Kelowna. Visitors are welcome. Hosts: Bev Thomas 250-762-7610, Liz Daley 250-801-1286. Please bring your own

cup.

MEMBERSHIP: Karen Pedersen, kepedersen@telus.net. 250-869-4932. Annual dues: single $35, family $47, students $14,
includes Newsletter (except January, July & August). There is a $10 for charge for newsletters to be sent by mail. Membership
form and waiver form can be found on CONC website www.okanagannature.org. Send your name, address, telephone
number, email address, waiver form and dues to: CONC Membership, Box 21128, Orchard Park P.O., Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 9N8.
Honorary Life Members: Hugh Westheuser, Pat Westheuser, Eileen Dillabough, Cec Dillabough, Arthur Hughes-Games
(deceased), Brenda Thomson (deceased), Muriel Westwood (deceased), and Harry AlImond (deceased).

NEWSLETTER: Editor: Teresa Smith. Deadline date for submissions is the fourth Tuesday of each month. Send submissions
to Teresa Smith, tmsmith.rio@shaw.ca, 250-860-9133. Mailing address is, 292 Rio Drive South, Kelowna, B.C. V1V 2B1.
Email distribution: Karen Pedersen kepedersen@telus.net

REGULAR ACTIVITIES: All activities are seasonal. If in doubt, check with the contact person. Or phone any of the executive.

BIRDING: Howard Braun 250-768-4339 and Gwynneth Wilson 250-762-6876. TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Monday Birding meet at 8:00 a.m. April-June, September and October at the Apple Bowl*

Thursday birding meet 8 am (April-Sep) or 9 am (Oct-March) at St. Charles Garnier Church, 3645 Benvoulin Rd.
Saturday Birding: 2" Saturday of the month 7:30 am (April-Sept). 8:30 am (Oct — March). Meet at the Apple Bowl*

BOTANY: Peter Green 250-765-1737. Friday Botany trips: Meet 9:15 am (departure 9:30 am) at the Apple Bowl!* Spring to Fall.

HIKES. (Bring a lunch). General information Sherrell Davidson 778-478-1956 or sherrellconc@shaw.ca.
All Hikers meet at the Apple Bowl*
- "Sole Survivors" Wednesday and Saturday Hikes: Times as per schedule, see www.okanangannature.org
- Wednesday Ramblers: Contact Merle Auty, 250-861-4500 or
auty1781@gmail.com.
*1555 Burtch Road, the Apple Bowl parking lot, corner of Burtch and Bernard



http://www.okanagannature.org/
mailto:rgee@
mailto:sherrell@shaw.ca
mailto:rgee@
mailto:kelowna@naturekidsbc.ca
mailto:kepedersen@telus.net
mailto:tmsmith.rio@shaw.ca
mailto:kepedersen@telus.net
mailto:sherrell@shaw.ca

CONC REGULAR MEETING MINUTESeptember 10, 2019

Call to Order and Determination of Quorum at 7:04 pm
Adoption of previous minutes (May 14, 2019)
1 moved by Gwynneth Wilson, seconded by Cec Dillabough. MOTION CARRIED

Unusual sightings

9 a picture of unusual clouds in Kelowna on Global
TV today

I American Redstarts and various Warblers at
Maude Roxby Wetland

9 Sandhill Cranes at Pennask Lake

1 White Chanterelle mushrooms in the Enderby area.

Membership (Karen Pedersen)

T New Members - 77 Chanterelle Mushrooms

1 Guests-

T Membership totals — Year end was 278, but the new membership year started
September 1st.

Business Arising:

9 Robert Lake and Friends of Robert Lake. There has been quite a problem with the excess
water in the lake, preventing the building of our bird viewing station. Friends of Robert
Lake group has been created and we should hear more in the next month.

New Business

9 Executive business

T Midsummer Madness was held at Clearwater. It was a successful trip and fun.

1 July 1 was a huge success with much interest shown. Flora was the winner of our Flora
and Fauna contest.

1 Summer excursion to the Cascades: more than 30 attended and had great weather and
went on fascinating hikes. In 2020 the Pallisades in Jasper is the destination for our
summer hike — August 9-13. Please see Sherrell if you are interested. This is for both
Sole Survivors and Ramblers.

1 Rackcards. We have decided to create new rack cards. All our activities will be displayed.
Unfortunately, cross-country skiing is not covered by BC Nature's insurance. We are
working on compiling the card; they will be posted throughout the city.

1 Kelowna Museums Archive. Four boxes of records will be taken to store in the archives.

9 Kikinee Festival — September 22 at Mission Creek — Sign-up sheet for two hour shifts.
10:00 am-4:00 pm.

1 Fall cleanup October 22 — Merle Auty. The semi-annual cleanup will take place October
22, 9:30 am starting at the Mindy Tran Memorial on Springfield and Ziprick Road. We
will then move to the Maude Roxby Wetland on Francis Avenue. Burlap bags will be
used to deposit our clean-up material. Please wear your gardening clothes and gloves.
The City of Kelowna Parks Department will provide vests and pick-up devices as well as
the burlap bags. Give Merle a call if you wish to help out, at 250-861-4500 or her cell on
that morning at 250-575-16009.




9 Regional District of Central Okanagan (RDCO) meeting, September 27. A group of
community stakeholders are invited to attend this engagement session to exchange
stories, ideas and perspectives to help generate and define a mission statement and key
goals and objectives for Mission Creek Regional Park for the next 20 years.

i Goats Peak Regional Park grand opening, September 18.

1 Library: We receive newsletters from other clubs. We send our newsletters to other
clubs letting them know what activities we are participating in.

1 Friends of Woodhaven Nature Conservancy (Nancy Holmes). One of the goals is to raise
the awareness of owls in that area. If you are interested contact Nancy.

DIRECTORS’ REPORTS:

BC NATURE — Francisca Fisher. The Fall General Meeting, October 3-5, will be held in Pitt
Meadows, BC., hosted by the Burke Mountain Naturalists. Anyone is welcome to register and
attend.

BIRDING — Dave Palsat. Update on Bluebird boxes by Rick Gee in Gallagher's Canyon. This year
we had one pair of bluebirds that nested, but they deserted it. We need to move some of the
boxes to a more open area away from the House Wrens. We hope next year to have more
success. Southern Interior Bluebird Trail Society meeting is coming up on September 28.

The fall migration is underway with shorebirds that have passed through and warblers showing
up daily including Tennessee Warblers, Chestnut-sided Warblers and American Redstarts seen
at Maude Roxby Wetland, Chichester Wetland and the Rail Trail in Kelowna.

Monday morning walks started with a trip to the Vaseux Lake Bird Observatory, morning and
evening walks at Munson Pond and on the 9% to Gully Ravine and Maude Roxby. They will
continue through to mid-October.

Thursday morning birding continues year round. This month's second Saturday Sortie on
September 14" goes to Vernon. All members are welcome. See the CONC website for details.
BOTANY— Peter Green. With the wetter weather we may get to experience mushroom walks.
The dates will be posted on the website. Okanagan College has a Continuing Studies course on
mushrooms.

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE — Rick Gee. As the Environmental Education Centre for the Okanagan
(EECO) will be closed from October through December for renovations, we will have to relocate
meetings for this committee.

FINANCE — Jag Goel — Balance is $ 55,776

HIKING/BICYCLING — Sherrell Davidson/Merle Auty. Sherrell announced the next cycling ride will
meet at the parking lot behind the old TELUS building on Hardy Avenue. The Moore Mountain
hike takes place Wednesday, September 11. Merle said the Ramblers will meet at the parking
lot at the end of Burtch towards Munson Pond for their hike. e
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Next Meeting: October 8 — Members’ Night Ya 2 " L
Adjournment — Pam Lain >N ¢ 4
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Presentation: Iceland, by Melanie Jones, Department of Biology, UBC’s Okanagan campus. A
fascinating journey with Melanie, her husband and friends around Iceland providing us with
pictures of the vegetation, birds and landscapes.
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August was hot, so hot that we canceled the August 8 outing when
a heat warning was issued. August 15 was still warm and sunny, and
the group headed out in search of migrating shorebirds. At the
mouth of Mission Creek, a Killdeer was among the California,
Herring and Ring-billed Gulls on the sandbar. Rotary Beach added
Spotted Sandpiper as well as Common Merganser and Osprey. A
walk in the Maude Roxby Wetland gave us a clear view of a
Sora. Muskrat and Painted Turtle were also in the marsh. We
walked to Strathcona Park where a Racoon ran across the lawn. We
did well for shorebirds at Robert Lake with Semipalmated
Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Lesser Yellowlegs and Western
Sandpiper. Another Sora was clearly seen. We also met Logan
LaLonde who had returned that morning from a summer of working
in Brazil.

August 22 was still sunny, and we continued our search for
shorebirds. At the Chichester Wetland we saw a young Great
Horned Owl on the edge of the water drinking and bathing. We
watched for some time. At Blair Pond we saw Great Blue Heron,
Red-winged Blackbirds, Steller's Jay and many Ruddy Duck. At Still
Pond we spotted a Ruddy Duck with small fluffy Ducklings. On
August 26 the Migration Walks restarted with a special trip to the
Vaseaux Banding Station. Eighteen people met to head south. We
started with a walk on the trails by the Penticton Yacht Club where
birds seen included Gray Catbird, Osprey, Barn and Tree Swallows
and for some a Yellow-breasted Chat. We continued to the banding
station where we watched the staff weigh, inspect, band and
release birds - two Gray Catbirds, a Northern Waterthrush and a
Swainson's Thrush. We checked out the Vaseux board walk. At the
parking lot we watched two Bald Eagles chase an Osprey until it
dropped its fish. A run up the Vaseux Cliffs added Turkey Vulture,
Say's Phoebe, Lewis Woodpecker and Lark Sparrow.

On August 29 the Thursday group headed to Philpott Road where
the burned area gave us Chipping Sparrow, American Goldfinch,
Yellow-rumped Warbler, Red-naped Sapsucker and a family of
Ruffed Grouse. Monday, September 2, was time to check out
Munson Pond before work on a water line starts and temporarily
closes the area. A dawn walk at 6:30 am. featured American
Goldfinch, Belted Kingfisher and Swainson's Thrush. The group
checked out Sutherland Hills Park for Eastern Kingbird, Osprey,
Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagles and Red-breasted Nuthatch. This was
followed by a noon walk at Munson Pond to add Gray Catbird, Red-
tailed Hawk, American Kestrel and Black-capped Chickadee. A
final walk at Munson Pond at 5:30 pm. gave us Wood Duck, Pied-
billed Grebe and a pair of Merlins perched on a tree near the park-
ing lot.

On September 5, the group headed up the Gillard Forest Service
Road. As we climbed through the dry scrub birds seen included

Lark Sparrow (Wikipedia)




numerous Turkey Vultures including one bird basking on a tree spreading its wings to enjoy the morning
sun. Also seen were Orange-crowned Warbler, Say's Phoebe and a large flock of migrating Violet-green
Swallows. Higher up in the forest we saw Red-naped Sapsucker, Yellow-rumped Warblers and Red-breasted
Nuthatch. Once on the railbed we saw a Peregine Falcon.

COMMON NAMES OF BIRDS change over time. The bird we call Lewis Woodpecker was first known as Lewis
Crow. Observation of the bird's behavior moved it to the correct family. Early explorers thought that
Williamson’s Sapsucker was two species because of the difference in the markings of the male and female. Again,
careful watching corrected the error.

| was first taught by an elderly naturalist to call the Varied Thrush a Too-ee after its long whistling call. An old
field guide | read listed this bird as an Oregon Robin. Old timers at the coast called Western Grebes Helldivers. A
good description of their diving behavior. Widgeon were known as Baldpates due to their head markings.

My father told me European Starlings were called Stirlings in Ayrshire. The name does evoke the movement of
a large flock of these birds often called a Murmuration.

COFFEECOMMITTEE CLUB T-SHIRTS

I'am interested in how many
members would like a club T shirt. If
there.is enough interest, we could
order;some, but | would like a
commitment. Cost is approx. $20.00

Cofrree CoMMITTEE NEEDS MORE HELPERS

Our committee now consists of Anita
and John Carpenter, Bitten Tisdale, Liz
and Andy Daley and myself (Bev
Thomas). We could use another one or
two volunteers; we have all been doing
this for quite a few years now.

Pat Westheuserhpwest@telus.net

If our group is large enough, we only
need to take care of one or two
meetings per year. We are very
flexible as far as taking care of each
other in case we have an opportunity

William (Bill) GREENWOOD

It is with great sadness that the family announced

to travel or something comes up after
we have offered to take care of a
meeting.

Please consider volunteering. It is a
great way to socialise and help out at
the same time.

Bev Thomas
250-762-7610

that Bill, a long time member of CONC, passed
away at home on September 23rd, 2019. Born in
1928 in Tisdale, Saskatchewan, he lived in Orley
until grade three, then moved to Kelowna.

Bill had a passion for life adventures. Starting in his
youth, he skied, hiked, sailed and travelled well
into his later years. In the 1960’s, Bill and family
began camping at Wilson’s Landing, eventually
renovating their cabin into a house.
Bill volunteered for numerous groups: church
(choir, Sunday school, board chair, youth director),
Naturalist Clubs, as a fire fighter and more.

Bill asked that you remember him with a smile
while having an adventure with your loved ones.
Condolences to his wife Betty Ann, his three
daughters and their families.
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Goats Peak Regional Park Officially Open to the Public

On Wednesday morning, 18" September, a new park officially opened in West Kelowna. Goats Peak
Regional Park is 52 hectares of pure Okanagan beauty, located along Seclusion Bay Road off Highway
97.

For many years, CONC advocated for the Goats Peak area to
become a regional park. The effort was led by the late John Huby.

Today John's dream came true with the official opening of the park.
Details are available at https://www.regionaldistrict.com/whats-
new.aspx. You may see reports on the opening ceremony on
Castanet and/or Global TV; both had reporters at the ceremony.

Goat-Peak - Rugged Summit Hills and Hollows

The park contains two trails which are connected end-to-end,
producing a 5 km in-and-out trip. If you use these trails, please note they are still being developed so
are not yet up to RDCO Parks standards. More details on the park are available at
https://www.regionaldistrict.com/your-services/parks-services/parks-and-trails/5-goats-peak-
regional-park.aspx, which includes links to a news release about the opening and to a video produced
when the land was first purchased in 2014.

Fall Park Clean up

Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2019

Time: 9:30 a.m.

Locations: Mindy Tran Memorial on Springfield Road at Ziprick Road,
and the Maude-Roxby Wetlands on Francis Avenue.

Our Naturalist Club has taken on the responsibility for these two parks semi-annually for many
years.

Wear your gardening clothes; bring your own garden gloves if they are handy. The City of Kelowna
Parks Department provides the vests, some gloves, pick-up devices, and garbage bags.

We will be using burlap bags this year. Our contact in Parks, Andrew Hunsberger, has agreed to a
trial run with the burlap.

The Parley for the Oceans group used them for the Kelowna City Park clean-up a few weeks ago
with good results.

We will pair up and take a section on either side of Mission Creek; working in pairs at the first stop.
It usually takes 1 % hours for that area.

The Maude Roxby Wetland is a smaller area and does not require as many volunteers for those of
you who are unable to work until 12 noon.

Give me a call or e-mail if | can answer any questions. | will turn my cell phone on, only that
morning; the # 250-575-1609.

Merle Auty,

250-861-4500

auty1781@gmail.com
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Munson Pond

| wanted to provide you, and CONC, with
notice that a watermain replacement is going
to be going ahead on Munson Road, from
Benvoulin through to Raymer.

The work area will be within the existing
road/trail however the north trail and access
through the gravel path connecting the two
sections of Burtch Road will be closed.

| have requested that the south access trail
leading to the loop and the majority of the
loop (see photo below) remain open for
public use, however this has not been
confirmed and if necessary, the trails to the
south may also be closed. The parking lot will
be closed for the duration. Work is
anticipated to begin in mid-September and
we can provide more specific dates as it
approaches.

Public announcements will go out to notify
park users and signage will be on site.

Tara Bergeson, RPF
Urban Forestry Technician | City of Kelowna

The KLO Middle School Fasci eux
Creek Rehabillitation Site.

This summer Helene Schock and Peter
Courtney visited the KLO Middle School
Fascieux Creek rehab site to see how things
had progressed since rehab was done in 2015.

You may remember CONC contributed
financially and many hours of person power to
this project.

Areport has been drafted and has been posted
on the conservation page of the CONC
website.

www.okanagannature.org/our-
activities/conservation-committee
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by Les Gyug

The Okanagan Mountain Provincial Park Bird and Critter Count was held during the last week in May
and the first week in June. Tallied were 2428 birds of 94 species in 33.4 party-hours on 10 different
routes. That’s under the average post-fire species count of 103 and even under the pre-fire (1993-2003)
average of 96 species per count. The entire count list is below.

We had 59 people participate in total, although there is lots of
overlap in that number because we don't hold it just on one day any
more. That total includes hikers from the Wednesday’s Goode's
Basin hike, and the Johns Family Regional Park count tallies and the
CONC birders who participated. Only one route was done at the
south end of the park: Jim and Dierdre Turnbull did part of the
South Wildhorse Canyon trail.

Veery (Wiklpeia)

A few of my own highlights: The Turtle Lakes route was canceled
this year - again. Last year it was a torrential downpour on the Saturday morning, this year the heat
seemed to scare everybody off. Since | was alone, | took my mountain bike into Wildhorse Canyon, but
not up the trail-less part to Turtle Lakes. | caught up with the tail-end sweeper crew of the “Wildhorse
Traverse” - a 50-km trail running race on the first Saturday in June (since 2017) that had started at 7
am. from Bertram Creek Park and would end in Naramata. There were 187 people on that race this
year, so | was definitely not the only one on the trail that day.

Mike Nutter kindly volunteered his boat to count the lakeshore on the Monday. Mike, Margaret Bryan
and | encountered a Lewis's Woodpecker at Reluctant Dragon Cove, a Peregrine Falcon harassing a
Golden Eagle, a Chukar near Squally Point, and then some rather large waves as the wind came up
around noon as we made our way back to the Mission. On the Wednesday, | took my mountain bike up
to Divide Lake (well, actually pushed it most of the way up). At Divide Lake, two runners went by who
were doing a single-day round-the-park run, i.e., up the CN trail and Divide Lake, down the Mountain
Goat trail, and then all the way back along Wildhorse Trail to the parking lot. Now | call that ambitious!

The most abundant birds were again House Wrens with 239 counted
compared to less than three per count prior to the 2003 fire. They
seem to be still abundant both at high and low elevations but are
disappearing out of the middle elevations that now have a thick cloak
of 5-metre tall lodgepole pine. Swainson's Thrushes now seem to be
slowly filling that regenerating forest. Only five other species beat the
century mark in tallies: Spotted Towhee, Dusky Flycatcher, Warbling
Vireo, American Robin and Violet-green Swallow. Forest birds such as
Townsend's Warbler (1), Mountain Chickadee (1) and Golden-
crowned Kinglet (none) are still not faring too well in the park.

Yellow-pine Chipmunk (Wikipedia)

The 2018 fire that re-burned another 600 ha in the middle of the park did not seem to have much of an
effect on birds. The only effect | could see was on Veeries, which had been very abundant in some of
the post-fire shrub jungles, but where those re-burned in 2018, Veeries were absent in 2019. Spotted
Towhees, House Wrens and others seemed to go on just as if the 2018 fire did not happen. | was happy
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to see that the few Douglas-fir forests in Wildhorse Canyon that escaped the 2003 fire did not burn in
the 2018 fire. Low elevation forests where Douglas-fir burned very hot, which seemed to kill much of
the seed source as well, appear to be largely stuck in shrub mode with conifers only re-establishing very
slowly. Where more Douglas-fir and Ponderosa Pine survived the 2003 fire, most of those trees also
seem to survive the 2018 re-burn.

Most abundant mammal was Yellow-pine Chipmunk with 19 tallied. Only 1 Red Squirrel was tallied,
although that number should increase over the years as the forests grow back to cone-bearing ages.

One rattlesnake was seen by the Wednesday hikers on the way to Goode's Basin.

Again, thanks to all the volunteers, both this year and other years, who have kept this count going since
1993. I'm already looking forward to next year’s count on the weekend of May 30-31 (which is the
second weekend after Victoria Day), so mark it in your calendars.

Species
Canada Goose
Mallard
Common Merganser
California Quail
Chukar
Horned Grebe
Mourning Dove
Common Nighthawk
Common Poorwill
Vaux's Swift
Rufous Hummingbird
Calliope Hummingbird
Sora
Spotted Sandpiper
Common Loon
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
Cooper's Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Golden Eagle
Lewis's Woodpecker
Red-naped Sapsucker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
American Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Western Wood-Pewee
Willow Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Hammond's Flycatcher

lly

58
12
25
57
1
1
16
1
1
2
10
19
1
31
2
62
9
5
3
13
2
1
2
5
64
7
1
1
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Gray Flycatcher
Dusky Flycatcher
Pacific-slope Flycatcher
Say's Phoebe

Western Wood-Pewee
Willow Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Hammond's Flycatcher
Gray Flycatcher
Dusky Flycatcher
Pacific-slope Flycatcher
Say's Phoebe

Western Kingbird
Eastern Kingbird
Cassin's Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Clark's Nutcracker
Black-billed Magpie
American Crow
Common Raven

Tree Swallow
Violet-green Swallow

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Mountain Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Pygmy Nuthatch
Canyon Wren

House Wren

Pacific Wren
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

129

10
37

N W

129
10
19

23
152

0o U1 = 00 O Ul

20

243

18
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Western Bluebird
Mountain Bluebird
Townsend's Solitaire
Veery

Swainson's Thrush
Hermit Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Evening Grosheak
House Finch
Cassin's Finch

Red Crossbill

Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch
Spotted Towhee
Chipping Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow
Song Sparrow

White-crowned Sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco
Western Meadowlark
Bullock's Oriole

Brown-headed Cowbird

Brewer's Blackbird
Northern Waterthrush

Orange-crowned Warbler

Nashville Warbler

MacGillivray's Warbler

Yellow Warbler

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Townsend's Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Western Tanager

Black-headed Grosbeak

Lazuli Bunting

14
32
17
27
33

105
50
26
35

19
12

43
151

The BC Government has issued a new policy
that clarifies e-bike use on designated
recreation trails.

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2019FLNR0O090-000772

Chipmunks

This interesting little creature can be quite endearing to
humans; if unmolested, the chipmunk soon becomes
bold enough to accept food held out to it, much of which
is hoarded for the future.

Chipmunks eat a wide variety of seeds, fruits and nuts.
They are particularly fond of corn and sunflower seeds.
In the autumn they may store as much as 7 litres (2 gal.)
of food for winter use. In recognition of this practice, the
Greek word for 'steward’, which is Tamias, was chosen
for part of the scientific name of the species. Chipmunks
have special, expandable pouches in their cheeks that
they can stuff with food in order to carry it back to the
larder. Each pouch can hold up to 33 kernels of dried
corn.

Chipmunks construct extensive burrow systems, often
more than 3.5 m (11.5ft.) in length and with one or more
well-concealed entrances. In addition to the main
chamber, storage tunnels are constructed to
accommodate the winter food supply. The sleeping
quarters are kept scrupulously cleand shells, husks
and feces are stuffed away into refuse tunnels.

Chipmunks retire to their burrows during winter. They
become torpid for varying periods but are not
considered true hibernators, often waking up to eat and
move around below ground.

Source: The Canadian Museum of Nature.
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